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Melbourne, 2020) 

__________________________________________________ 
1. Due to the cancellation of the ISSLS Annual Meeting, which was to be held in 

Melbourne from April 27 to May 1, 2020, the ISSLS First and Second Business 
Meetings were not held. The following is an update to members, following the 
ISSLS Executive Committee Meeting, which was held online on April 27 2020.  

2. The Minutes of the First Business Meeting were posted on the ISSLS website 
following the 2019 Kyoto Meeting. Last year the Second Business meeting was 
not held. 

3. Upcoming Meetings 

• 2021 Milan, Italy –The local hosts are unsure as to how the future will look with 
regards to the pandemic and the ability of people to travel. However, they are 
hopeful that the meeting will go ahead.  
In terms of planning for 2021 meeting, there may be a need for a hybrid 
meeting – virtual and attendance in person - as there are likely to be many 
people who will not be permitted or able to travel. The situation should be 
monitored and planning made if necessary, including investigating the various 
options for online presentations. 

• 2022 Boston – A PCO contract has been signed with Venue West, the PCO 
used for Banff. Preparation is continuing for the meeting.  

• 2023 –The Spineweek organisers plan to reschedule the meeting for 
Melbourne in 2023.  ISSLS members have been asked to vote on whether to 
accept the invitation to participate in the rescheduled Spineweek Melbourne, 
2023. There was a large majority in favour of Spineweek in Melbourne in 2023 
and the organisers have accepted. The meeting dates are May 1-5, 2023 

4. Program Committee – Dino Samartzis 
This year 473 abstracts were received: 

 Submitted In Program  
Biomechanics 34 27  
Disc Biology 113 99  
Non-surgical 121 89  
Surgery 205 144  
Total: 473 359  

Ad hoc Program Committee Members assisted the Program Committee by 
reviewing many non-surgical abstracts. The Program Committee is very grateful 
to the following members for being part of this process: 

• James Iatridis 
• Keita Ito 
• Nam Vo 
• Cornelia Neidlinger-Wilke 
• Joachim-Hans Wilke 



The selection process is as follows: 
• Each abstract scored 1-10, obtained mean and standard deviations 
• Minimum of three reviewers. If conflict of interest declared, a fourth reviewer 

was assigned 
• Biomechanics and Basic Science Abstracts were also reviewed by ad hoc 

Program Committee Members 
• In many cases, up to five reviewers per abstract 
• Oral and Special Poster Selection: 
Three Symposia were submitted and two were accepted: 
• Outcomes in Spine Care (Arnold Wang & Matt Smuck) 
• Artificial intelligence for evaluation and treatment of lumbar spinal diseases 

(Gen Inoue & Dai Sakai) 
Focus Groups: 

• International Taskforce on Diagnosis and Management of Lumbar Spinal 
Stenosis (Marcus Melloh, Christy Tomkins-Lane, Arnold Wong) 

• Degenerative Spinal Phenotypes Focus Group. Creating a common language 
to advance knowledge (Josef Assheur, Michele Battié, Dino Samartzis, Bradley 
Weiner) 

• Muscle and neuromuscular control in low back pain (Paul Hodges) 
• Postoperative Rehabilitation (Paul Licina) 
It was agreed that the focus groups would continue at future meetings and the 
above would be asked to resubmit for next year. 
2020 ISSLS Wiltse Lifetime Achievement Award: 
• Dr John P. O’Brien 
It was agreed that Dr O’Brien would be presented with his award at the 2021 
ISSLS Meeting. 
2020 ISSLS Prize 
• Clinical Science 

Examining Causal Effects of Body Mass Index on Back Pain: A Mendelian 
Randomization Study. 
Elizaveta E. Elgaeva, Yakov Tsepilov, Maxim B. Freidin, Frances M.K. 
Williams, Yurii Aulchenko, Pradeep Suri, Russia, The Netherlands, UK, USA. 

• Clinical Science 
The reliability and interpretability of score change in lumbar spine research. 
C. Parai, O. Hägg, B. Lind, H. Brisby, Sweden. 

• Basic Science 
Beyond microstructure: circumferential specialization within the lumbar 
intervertebral disc annulus extends to collagen nanostructure, with 
counterintuitive relationships to macroscale material properties. 
Tyler W. Herod, Samuel P. Veres, Canada. 

The Program Committee recommended that a Webinar be hosted in the near 
future, where the winners can present their work to a global audience.  
This Webinar would be recorded and made available on the ISSLS website. The 
top ten abstracts will also be included for presentation in the Webinar or submitted 
separately as individual videos that could be uploaded to the ISSLS website. The 



Program Committee and Scientific Representatives will vote for the Best Paper 
Awards 
The Meeting agreed to hold a Webinar as suggested by the Program Committee. 

5. Membership Committee – Joo Han Kim 
Members at April 27: 
• Active:  264 (300) 
• Senior: 175 
Deceased: 
• Josef Assheuer (March 2020) 
• Malcolm Pope (January 2020) 
Membership changes 2020: 
• Members turning senior: 12 
• 15 applications/8 accepted (autumn 2019) 

2020/2021 Membership procedure 
Following discussion around the criteria for membership acceptance, which 
currently requires attendance at the most recent annual meeting, the Membership 
Committee suggested specific guidelines for this year's candidates, since they 
were unable to attend.  
It was decided that if a non-member has submitted an abstract for the 2020 
meeting, it can be counted as a presentation and therefore the applicant will be 
eligible to apply for membership.  

6. ISSLS Research Grant – sponsored by Taisho – Kazuhiro Chiba 
The winner of the ISSLS Research Grant is: 
Graciosa Q. Teixeira, (Co-investigator Dr Cornelia Neidlinger-Wilke) 
“Does complement deficiency influence intervertebral disc phenotype? Insights 
from C6 and CD59 deficient mice organ culture investigations” 

7. Young Investigators Travel Award – sponsored by Eisai - Kazuhiro Chiba 
The winners of the Young Investigator Travel Award are:  

• Yu-Ching Hsu, Hong Kong 
• Alexander Breen, United Kingdom 
• Bao Huang, China 
• Avani Vaishnav, USA 
• Fan Chen, China 
• Dilip Chand Raja Soundararajan, India 
• Xuyang Zhang, China 
• Aliyu Lawan, Canada 
• Nishank Harish Mehta, India 
• Kenney K.L. Lau, Hong Kong 
Due to the cancellation of the meeting, the recipients could not attend to receive 
their travel award bursary. It was agreed that if they attend next year’s meeting, 
they will receive their prize money at that time.  In the meantime, all recipients will 
receive their certificates and will be eligible to apply for ISSLS membership this 
year. 



It was also proposed that the description of the criteria for application regarding 
first authorship needs to be clearer on the website and the application form. 

8. Fellowship Committee: The ISSLS Clinical Travelling Fellowship – 
sponsored by Seoul Chuk Hospital – Keita Ito 
The winner of the ISSLS Clinical Travelling Fellowship is:  
Peng Yin, Beijing Chao-Yang Hospital, Capital Medical University, China 
Visiting: Dr Richard Guyer, Texas Back Institute, USA 
Dr Guyer has agreed to defer Dr Yin’s visit until a time that he is able to travel, 
post-Covid-19 pandemic. 

9. Nominating Committee – Tom Oxland 
Voting by web survey, the slate was approved by a majority of 152 (yes) to 1 (no) 
as follows: 

2nd Vice President Tim Yoon 
Treasurer Dino Samartzis 
Program Committee Paul Hodges 
Membership Committee Masahiro Kanayama 
Fellowship Committee Bradley Weiner 
Scientific Representative Christy Tomkins-Lane 
Lifetime Achievement 
Committee 

Hans-Joachim Wilke 

Eastern US Representative Kristin Archer 
UK Representative Alison McGregor 

10. Financial Report – Ashish Diwan 
Human Resources: Katarina Olinder Eriksson is now fully employed by ISSLS 
and the previous contract arrangement with the University of Gothenburg has 
been cancelled.  

Summary of income and expenditure October 2019 to September 2019 
*all figures in US$ 

Income US $ 
Membership dues 34,491 
Annual Meeting Kyoto 14,006 
Total 48,497 
Expenditure US $ 
Office & Newsletter -3,827 
Webpage -2,038 
Salaries (Katarina and Fiona) -102,544 
Bank charges -6,058 
Total -114,467.00 

Summary of ISSLS Bank Accounts 2019 

 1 October 2018 30 September 2019 
Swedish Kronor Account 12,830 15,355 
US Dollar Account 914,090 842,749 
Swiss Franc Account 11,350 11,392 
Fundraising Account 
(*Finance Committee) 

10,000 53,079 

Total  948,270 922,575 



*Finance Committee funds raised are for spending on grants and awards only. 
These funds are not to be used for other purposes.  
Impact of Covid-19 
The effect of cancellation of Spineweek 2020, Melbourne was minimal this year.  
Overall, the finances are stable. 

11. Finance Committee – Tom Oxland 
Committee Members: 
Helena Brisby Scott Blumenthal 
Mamoru Kawakami Ashish Diwan 
Tom Oxland Yoshiharu Kawaguchi 
Yong Hai Fiona Strain 

The Finance Committee continued to meet for the first part of the year. The goal 
of raising money for research grants remains the same. The introduction of an 
option to donate via membership fees has not yielded as much as was hoped 
for. The aim is to continue to work towards approaching companies for 
sponsorship and to ask the membership for donations via subscription fees. 
Covid-19 has stalled activities in the past three months. 

12. ISSLS Domicile – Tom Oxland 
Jiri Dvorak is working with a law firm in Switzerland to update the ISSLS domicile 
documentation. Domicile will remain in Switzerland.  

13. Other business from the Executive Committee meeting 
Helena Brisby suggested holding an Executive Committee meeting in September 
or October to discuss plans for the 2021 meeting.  By that time, the situation with 
regard to travel will be clearer and plans can be made for a hybrid meeting, if 
necessary. 
Dino Samartzis presented his ideas for an Ad hoc Education Committee, with a 
view to creating online learning packages. In recent years, and in particular during 
the Covid-19 isolation period around the world, there has been a dramatic 
increase in desire and demand for online learning platforms. Presentation 
summarised below and attached in full as Addendum to Minutes: 
Reasons: 
• Broaden the educational outreach of ISSLS and obtain optimum global 

impact, utilising the talent and skill in the society.  
• Engage more members, who will become content contributors 
• Elevate ISSLS profile and brand  
• A new financial model will supplement funds 
The Executive Committee welcomed the ideas. Following active discussion, it was 
suggested that further investigation be undertaken with a view to developing the 
project. Issues to be considered are: the type of education to be offered and 
whether/how much should be charged. 

 
Kazuhiro Chiba, ISSLS Secretary 
May 2020 

 


